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Bathampton Morris Men
e were founded in 1934 by
Mrs. Charlotte Oakey,

headmistress of Bathampton
School. Mrs. Oakey had been a
member of the English Folk Dance
SocietyÕs demonstration team
and was keen to teach
traditional dancing to
her pupils. In time,
ÒMrs. OakeyÕs BoysÓ
grew into the
Bathampton Morris
Men and we are proud
to maintain our links with
the village. A full history of
the group is given in our handbook
The Bathampton Way, written by
David Eales our former Foreman.

We wear a white shirt and trousers,
yellow neckerchief and a red belt
and baldric. The symbol of
ChaucerÕsWyf of Bath on the
baldric was designed by Sir Osbert

Lancaster. The red, yellow and
green fringes on our bell-pads
commemorate our origins in Mrs.
OakeyÕs Boy Scout group. Our
straw hats are decorated with

seasonal flowers and foliage and
a blue tabard is worn when

not dancing.

Our summer dance
programme consists of
regular dance tours
every Thursday

evening, along with a
number of private

bookings and occasional long-
distance tours at home and abroad.
In winter (October to April) we
practise every Thursday night in
Winsley Church Hall near
Bradford on Avon from 8:30pmto
10pm. Prospective new members
are always welcome to come along
and have a go.
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Thursday May 8th

Wednesday April 23rd
St. GeorgeÕs Day
Nunney

7:30pmMarket Place
Witham Friary

9pm The Seymour Arms

Thursday May 1st
May Day
Bathampton

7:30pm Hantone Hill
8:15pm School

Larkhall
9pm The Larkhall Inn

Saturday May 3rd
Bath

2pm North Parade
3pm Abbey Churchyard

Thursday May 8th
Great Elm

7:30pm The Green
Trudoxhill

8:15pm The White Hart
East Woodlands

9pmThe Horse & Groom

In Memory
of

Rod Shapland
1939 Ñ 2008

Rod Shapland, our Squire
from 1996Ñ1998, passed
away on the morning of
March 20th aged 68. Rod
joined us after he moved to
Wiltshire from London in
the 70Õs.

Our thoughts, as we begin
our summer dance season,
are with his wife Barbara
and the rest of his family.



Sunday May 11th

Sunday May 11th
Evercreech

3:30pmBoules Festival

Wednesday May 14th
Warminster

1:30pm Minster School

Thursday May 15th
Midford

7:30pm Old Midford Road
Wellow

9pm The Fox & Badger

Saturday May 17th
Warminster

2:30pm Minster School F•te

Thursday May 22nd
Jack Sleeman Memorial Tour
(with White Horse Morris Men)

Lullington
7:30pm The Green

Rode
8:15pm The Green

Brokerswood
9pmThe Kicking Donkey

The Kicking Donkey
at Brokerswood

Real Ales, Home Cooked Food
Caterer of the Year 2007

Beer Garden, Dog & Children Friendly
Proper little country pub

To book call Nicky: 01373 823250
www.kickingdonkey.net

Jack Sleeman
80th birthday, 1998
(his last morris outing)



Thursday June 12th

Thursday May 29th
Broughton Gifford

7:30pmThe Bell
Lacock

8:15pm The Red Lion
Bowden Hill

9pm The Rising Sun

Saturday May 31st

Sunday June 1st
Tour of the Welsh Borders,
centred on The Angel Inn,
Grosmont

Thursday June 5th
Biddestone

8pm The White Horse
Castle Combe

9pm The White Hart

Thursday June 12th
Wanstrow

8pm The Street
Batcombe

9:15pm The Three Horseshoes
North Brewham

10pmThe Old Red Lion
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The Old Red Lion

Noted for fine food & real ales
North Brewham 01749 850287

ª Cosy bar and open fire
ª Attractive dining room
ª Lunch & evening meals
ª En-suite accommodation
ª Beautiful gardens
ª Ample car parking
ª Credit cards welcomed

Double Diamond Event
Next year is the joint 75th
anniversary of Bathampton
Morris Men and the Morris
Ring. To mark the occasion,
we shall host a Ring Meeting
in the City of Bath on the first
weekend of September 2009.

The national
officers of the
Morris Ring,
along with more
than a hundred
morris men from all over the
country, will join us and take
part in dance displays
throughout Bath on the
Saturday and Sunday, bringing
an unprecedented splash of
colour to the city.

Diamond Anniversary events
will include a service in Bath
Abbey attended by morris men
and civic dignitaries.



Saturday June 14th

Saturday June 14th
South Wraxall

3pm Village F•te
Bradford Rugby Club

4pm Fun Day

Wednesday June 18th
Rode

7pm Clypping Service at
St. Lawrence Church

Thursday June 19th
Winsley

7:30pm Shops
Turleigh

9pm Telephone box
Avoncliff

9:45pm The Cross Guns

Saturday June 21st
Westonbirt Polo Club

11am Country Fair
Nunney

6:45pm Castle Hill Quarry

Sunday June 22nd
Nunney

6:45pm Castle Hill Quarry



Saturday July 5th

Thursday June 26th
Northend

7:30pm Seven Acre Lane
Batheaston

8:15pm Avon Court
Northend

9:30pm The Northend Inn

Saturday June 28th
Southwick

2:45pm Scout F•te
Bradford on Avon

4pm Wedding

Thursday July 3rd
Freshford

7:30pm Church
Norton St. Philip

8:15pm North Street
Faulkland

9pm The Green
9:45pm Tucker's Grave

Saturday July 5th
Bath Pavilion

12:30pm Bath Dance Festival
Hemington

3pm Village Fair



Thursday July 10th

Thursday July 10th
Bradford on Avon

7:30pmThe Beehive
8:15pm The Lock Inn

Winsley
9pm The Seven Stars

Friday July 11th

Sunday July 13th
Greensleeves Morris MenÕs
Weekend of Dance

Thursday July 17th
Combe Down

7:30pmCombe Road Close
Monkton Combe

8:15pm The Wheelwright's
Arms

Limpley Stoke
9pm The Hop Pole

Thursday July 24th
Corston

7:30pmShops
Twerton

8:15pm Newton Mill Caravan
Park

Corston
9pmThe Wheatsheaf
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The Wheatsheaf
Wells Road, Corston

Bath BA2 9HB
open for

Breakfast: 8:30Ñ11:30
Lunch: 12Ñ2:30
Supper: 6Ñ9
Sunday Lunch: 12Ñ4

01225 873636

Greensleeves Morris Men



Thursday August 14th

Thursday July 31st
Rode

7:30pmThe Mill
WingÞeld

8:15pm The Poplars
Bradford on Avon

9pmThe Canal Tavern

Saturday August 2nd
Nunney

12 noon Nunney Fair

Sunday August 3rd
Sidmouth

12 noon Sea Front

Thursday August 7th
Bath

7:30pmThe Huntsman
8pm City Centre
10pm The Coeur de Lion

Thursday August 14th
Southstoke

7:30pmThe Packhorse Inn
Combe Hay

8:15pm The Wheatsheaf
Shoscombe

9pm The Apple Tree

Canal Tavern 01225 867426
49 Frome Road, Bradford on Avon

P a c k h o r s e I n n
Southstoke, Bath BA2 7DU

01225 832060 15th Century

Dogs & Children Welcome
Ales, Traditional Cider

Good Food & Fine Wines

¥ OPEN7 DAYS A WEEK
¥ OPEN LATE MONDAY TO SATURDAY

¥ NOW OPEN FOR BREAKFAST
¥ MON Ñ S AT 10AM Ñ 12

¥ SUN 11AM Ñ 12
¥ GOOD, HOMECOOKED FOOD SERVED ALL DAY, EVERYDAY

¥ MON Ñ T HURS12 Ñ 10PM
¥ FRI AND SAT 12.00 Ñ 8.00PM

¥ STUDENT NIGHTSMON AND THURS. SELECTED DRINKS£1.50
¥ DISCO ONFRI AND SAT NIGHTS IN OUR UPSTAIRS BAR



Thursday August 21st

Thursday August 21st
Lacock

7:30pmThe George Inn
8:15pm The Red Lion
9pm The Carpenters Arms
9:45pm The George Inn

Monday August 25th
August Bank Holiday
Lacock

1:30pm Village Fair

Thursday August 28th

Monday September 1st
Visit to the Nšrder
Danzkoppel based in Norden,
Ostfriesland, Germany

Thursday September 4th
Kington Langley

8pm The Greathouse
Kington St. Michael

9pmThe Jolly Huntsman

Saturday September 6th
Wellow

1:30pm Flower Show
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THE JOLLY HUNTSMAN
Kington St Michael, Nr Chippenham

(01249) 750305
Traditional Village Inn with

WELL KEPT REAL ALES
EN SUITE B&B

WIRELESS BROADBAND
HOME COOKED FAYRE

We look forward to welcoming
Bathampton Morris Men

on September 4th, 2008

What Happens Now?
We donÕt stop dancing after the
season comes to an end. Apart
from a number of bookings, we
practise every Thursday
evening from October to April
in Winsley Church Hall (see
map opposite).

This is the ideal time to come
and join us if you fancy having
a go at morris dancing. We
welcome new men as dancers
or musicians and it doesnÕt
matter if you have one or two
left feet.

Nšrder Danzkoppel



The Morris Dance Tradition
orris dancing is one of the
oldest surviving English

customs, stemming from male
ritual dances in pre-Christian
festivals. The dances and the
accompanying figures of the Fool
and the Hobby-Horse echo the
common ancient themes of
fertility, agriculture, hunting,
fighting, sacrifice and the seasonal
cycle of death and rebirth.

Morris dancing was traditionally
passed on from father to son. It is
referred to in ShakespeareÕs plays
and in earlier works dating back to
the 14th century, but the dances

were not recorded until near the
end of the Victorian era. At that
time it was realised that many of
our customs were fast disappearing
and, for the first time, Morris tunes
and dances were written down,
most notably by Cecil Sharp.

In 2002 the Government attempted
to ban Morris dancing on the
streets, in pubs and other public
places. Many other forms of live
entertainment have suffered due to
this legislation but pressure of
public opinion won an exemption
for Morris dancing as a great icon
of our heritage.

M

Bathampton Morris Men Practice Venue
Winsley Church Hall, Winsley, Bradford on Avon BA15 2LQ
Practice Sessions: 8:30pm Ñ 10pm, Thursdays, October Ñ April



Bathampton Morris Men
Dancing in North Somerset and West Wiltshire since 1934

Contacts

Postal
43 Poulton, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire, BA15 1EA

Internet
bagman@bathampton-morris-men.org.uk

http://www.bathampton-morris-men.org.uk/

Squire: Paul Gilman Foreman:Chris Wildridge
Bagman:Idris Roker Fool: John Helsdon

Idris Roker: 01225-867031 John Helsdon: 01225-837086

The Mill at Rode
A beautiful place to eat, drink and just slow down.....
Food served all day,
1/2 a mile from the A36 at Woolverton between Frome and Bath.
The Mill at Rode, Rode, Frome, Somerset, BA11 6AG. Tel 01373 831100
email info@themillatrode.co.uk www.themillatrode.co.uk


